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10th Anniversary, New Executive Chef Highlight

Pinot Provence at The Westin South Coast Plaza

COSTA MESA, CA, November 25, 2008 – The Westin South Coast Plaza is delighted to join in the celebration of the 10th anniversary of Pinot Provence restaurant, which is conveniently located inside the hotel, and to officially welcome the popular eatery’s new Executive Chef Lauren “Lulu” De Rouen aboard. 

Hotel executives said The Westin is fortunate to have an establishment of the caliber of Pinot Provence as the hotel’s resident restaurant, which under the direction of an accomplished chef like De Rouen will be an important asset going forward as the restaurant continues to make its mark on the local culinary scene. 

De Rouen was the first woman appointed an Executive Chef in Orange County by Patina Restaurant Group, owners of Pinot Provence. She grew up in Manhattan Beach, enjoying her family ties to French and Southern food. Her father shared his tips and secrets as he helped her prepare her first gumbo dish at age six. De Rouen pursued her culinary interest at Orange Coast College where she received five gold medals in culinary competitions and apprenticed for Team California at the Culinary Olympics in Erfurt, Germany. She joined Patina Restaurant Group in 2003 and credits her unique culinary style to the skills she has learned from working with great chefs over the course of her career.

De Rouen formerly served as the Executive Chef at Leatherby’s Cafe Rouge located in the Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall and has been with Patina Restaurant group for the last six years, working her way up from sous chef to become an Executive Chef. 

Patina Restaurant Group will celebrate the tenth anniversary of the restaurant by offering an exclusive prix fixe menu for one special weekend:  November 14, 15, 16.  The four-course menu, priced at $48, was created by De Rouen and inspired by her recent trip to Southern France.  In the restaurant’s bar, De Rouen will also offer a special “10/10/10” Bar Bites menu of 10 items, each available for $10 for just 10 days, Monday, November 17 through Wednesday, November 26.    Each item on the “10/10/10” menu represents a year of the restaurant’s culinary history.
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“Pinot Provence has a very special place in my heart,” said Joachim Splichal, Chef and Founder of Patina Restaurant Group.  “When we first opened Pinot Provence, I traveled to France with designer Cheryl Brantner to source antiques to transform the space into a Provencal chateau and transport our guests back to the Old World.  And now, 10 years on, I’m thrilled that Lulu has taken over the reigns to enrich the cuisine and spirit of this special restaurant.”

Pinot Provence is open for breakfast Monday - Saturday, 6:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.; Sunday brunch 7 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; lunch Monday - Friday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. and dinner Sunday - Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., and Thursday - Saturday 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Reservations recommended; call (714) 444-5900.    

Extensively remodeled, The Westin South Coast Plaza hotel is now more than ever a leading choice for meeting and event planners nationwide, savvy business travelers, as well as leisure guests seeking a sophisticated, yet relaxing experience. The hotel’s $20 million renovation included new guestrooms that exude an inviting residential feeling and are furnished with a host of convenient amenities like high-speed Internet access, flat screen plasma televisions, the Westin “Heavenly Bed” and the relaxing “Heavenly Bath.” 

The lobby, public spaces and meeting rooms have been completely redesigned, and a Terrace Level with relaxing outdoor space and a striking 5,100-square-foot pavilion that features insulated walls, an air and heating system, new carpeting, an accent wall and new chandeliers was added. Other upgrades include a wedding gazebo to comfortably accommodate up to 250 people, and a “Grab ‘n Go” coffee/bakery/retail shop to offer guests the ultimate in convenience.

The Westin South Coast Plaza is located at 686 Anton Boulevard in Costa Mesa, California. For reservations and information, call (714) 540-2500 or visit westin.com/southcoastplaza.
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